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ranging from 60 to 100 feet in height, and from 50 to 80
feet in diameter at the "base. The furnace is built in the
centre of the area, above an arched gallery extending
across the whole building, through its walls, each aperture
being fitted with folding doors. The centre of this vaulted
arch is left open, and is covered over by the grate-bars of
the furnace. Surrounding the furnace is a platform con-
structed with firebrick, upon which the pots are placed.
These are removed, as occasion requires, through holes in
the walls of the building; the materials are also shovelled
in through these apertures.

In describing the operation of bottle-glass making, Ure
says, " It is hardly possible to convey in words alone a
correct idea of the manipulations necessary to the forma-
tion of a wine-bottle; but as the manufacturers make no
mystery of this matter, any person may have an oppor-
tunity of inspecting the operation. Six people are em-
ployed at this task. One, called a gatherer, dips the end
of an iron tube, about 5 feet long, previously made red-hot,
into the pot of melted metal, turns the rod round so as to
surround it with glass, lifts it out to cool a little, and then
dips and turns it round again; and so in succession till a
ball is formed on its end sufficient to make the required
bottle. He then hands it to the blower, who rolls the
plastic lump of glass on a smooth stone, or cast-iron plate,
till he brings it to the very end of the tube; he next
introduces the pear-shaped ball into an open brass or oast-
iron mould, shuts this together by pressing a pedal with
his foot, and holding this tube vertically, blows through it
so as to expand the cooling glass into the           of the

mould. Whenever he takes his foot from the pedal-lever
the mould spontaneously opens ouk into two halves, and